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Assumption Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes – 8/16/2021 

 

In attendance – Lynn S, Father Jerry, Secretary-Karen G., Paul S., Sister Cheryl, Tom E., Maryann W, Andy 

N., Lisa D. 

 

Absent:  Bobby D. 

 

Guest: Andy S., chair of Finance Committee 

 

NEXT MEETING IS September 20, 2021, 7 PM 

 

1. Opening Prayer/Special Intentions (Fr. Jerry) 

2. Approval of May Minutes: approved 

3. Finance Committee (Andy S.,) Overview Budget 2021-22 Presentation 

a. Andy S. presented the budget. Summarized that we held pretty well thru the year. Offerings 

remained fairly steady. Raffles have been included in budget for next year. Festival has not been 

included for next year. The document presented, with some minor edits, will be included in the 

bulletin around second week of September.  

4. Pastor’s Report:  

a. Upcoming observances and dates for liturgical events and other parish information. 

i. In this time of the ongoing presence of Covid 19 and its variants (Delta) we continue to 

follow the guidance of CDC and local health departments which at this time encourage 

the use of face masks when inside, vaccinated or not, yet not mandating any action.  At 

Assumption Church we continue to provide some areas of the pews with markings for 

social distancing, as well as hand sanitizer and facemasks at the entrance doors. 

ii. As posted in the 8-1-21 bulletin, Assumption Parish CMA goal was $16,855.00.  We 

collectively pledged $27,192.00 from 138 families.  We will be receiving a rebate of 50% 

of our over goal funds received by the Stewardship Office.  This rebate has been 

designated for use by the Assumption St. Vincent de Paul Society Conference.  Thank 

you to everyone who made a donation to this year’s CMA. 

iii. The Summer Split the Pot was a great success, with the prize total at $12,890.00 and the 

same amount benefitting the parish.  My thanks to all involved in this effort:  especially 

Paul (Linda) Stewart, Tom Effler, parish office staff: Julie, Jenni, Amanda...and council 

members in their promotion of the raffle and its sales. 

iv. With damage to the parish office building’s roof discovered when gutter clean out was 

taking place, the damage from the tornado in May 2020, replacement of the roof took 

place in June, Insurance money covered half of the cost, (around $10,000 the cost to the 

parish.) 
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b. Archdiocese of Cincinnati 

i. Beacons of Light, the pastoral planning initiative for the Archdiocese continued over the 

summer months with the use of data (current reality) compiled by PartnersEdge (now 

posted on the website) and the movement to proposing the first draft of the “family of 

parishes”.  A draft has now moved through the initial presentation to the Archbishop and 

other Archdiocesan leaders.  On June 26 the draft was presented to other priest 

leadership/groups:  Presbyteral Council members and Archdiocesan Deans for review, 

comments for possible changes.   The continued work product/draft will then be 

presented to the pastors and priests of the Archdiocese on September 29.  It is a working 

conference for the priests, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. to review and provide further input.  

Then the ongoing draft of this work will be made available to the public) with the 

welcome of comments (I believe on-line, etc. from the people beginning October 1 – 20. 

Then in November the final product of the list of “Families of Parishes”, will be 

announced/promulgated by Archbishop Schnurr in November. 

Continue to encourage all to be informed about this process and the developments that 

will take place. 

ii. The 2022 multi-day convocation of priests. is now scheduled for September 26th through 

the 29th, 2022. 

c. Our Lady of Grace Catholic 

i. No further development of the lease took place during the summer months.  No updates 

at this time.   

ii. OLG Catholic School holds their first day of the new school year on August 19.  I believe 

they are at/about 410 students at the end of last week, a number that can change as 

paperwork etc is processed. 

iii. This past Sunday, August 15, PTO Ice Cream Social with opportunity to meet teachers, 

class lists, etc.  All went well from my vantage when I visited the school.  I am scheduled 

to preside at the first Mass on Sept. 8, the Memorial Feast of the Birth of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary. 

5. Parish Picnic 

a. This is scheduled 9/19/2021. In 2019, attendance was 65 people. Since May is the last meeting 

before Council’s summer break, Lynn S suggested that by the May meeting, we need to have 

leaders named in 7 areas.  

i. Advertising – Tom E has created a poster. He will send the electronic version to Julie in 

the office.  

ii. Drinks/ice – Paul S. 

iii. Kids Games – Lynn S. 

iv. Adult games – Lynn to ask Linda H.  

v. Food – Lisa D  

1. Planning chicken from Krogers. Pick up at 4 for dinner at 5.  

vi. Paper products – Maryann W.  

vii. Set up at 2 pm / clean up – Maryann W, Sister Cheryl, Lynn S.,  

1. Paul S stated he has 2 coolers. Andy N said he will help as well.  

2. Andy N to bring a few folding tables.  

3. Lynn S to bring zip loc bags 

4. Lisa D to bring wipes and sanitizer.  

viii. Backup plan – hold in the parish center.  

1. Father will confirm the availability of the parish center. Would need an email 

blast from the parish office, FB posting, parish office answering machine to 

execute the weather contingency. Discussion of not to put on the poster but to 

include in the bulletin.  
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6. Ministry Reports (all) 

a. Sister Cheryl E.  

i. Seniors: no new info 

ii. Coffee and donuts: no new info  

iii. St Vincent de Paul Society and Mt. Healthy Alliance:  Sister provided the Mt Healthy 

Alliance monthly report to council. 

iv. Music Ministry: no new info 

b. Tom E.:  Communications –  

i. An ad hoc communications meeting was held on Aug 13 to discuss current issues and 

needs. Those attending included myself, Jenni Petrey, Julie Schmetzer and Bill Rocklin. 

Amanda has chosen to conclude her parish employment (Father will address if needed.) 

Julie informed the group that Diocesan Publications has resumed limited production of 

parish newsletters. She was told that if a parish intends to produce a newsletter it should 

contact its Diocesan sales rep. The “Beacons” activity occupied most of our discussion. It 

was decided to pursue a postcard campaign to enhance parish-wide awareness of 

Beacons. Like the newsletter, a direct mail piece gets to all registered addresses—our 

digital coverage may not be that efficient. The intent of the piece would be to highlight 

the identifiable implications of Beacons using the current FAQ's available.  

ii. Noted here is one of the Beacons rationale statistics that impacts communication: “63% 

of each church is empty at Mass each Sunday on average.” This implies in-church 

reception from the pulpit on Beacons activity could be around 37%. In-hand reception of 

the weekly bulletin which would include printed Beacons inserts (the letter from the 

Archbishop, eg.) would roughly match this reception percentage (physical bulletin inserts 

generally don't travel directly to the email rendition of the bulletin.)  

iii. Bill Rocklin stressed the need for the postcard campaign based on his experience with the 

Pastoral Region formation process years ago that yielded our current pastoral structure 

and the creation of OLG. Folks expressed dismay over not being informed or not having 

a say in the process despite the fact that the process took months to finalize. He stressed 

that Beacons decisions will be coming down this fall and he fears the same sort of 

estrangement. 

iv. Preliminary work is being done. Council is requested to weigh in on the intent of the 

communications group and to provide any insights members may have. Andy has 

indicated the focused intent of the August meeting so it may be desirable to delay for a 

while and/or respond directly to me or the folks listed above. 

c. Lynn S – 

i. Prayer Group: no new info 

ii. Prayer Line: no new info 

iii. Our Lady of Grace:  8/19/21 is the first day of school 

iv. Men’s Group: The Men’s Group will resume meeting in September.  

v. Rise Against Hunger:  The Rise Against Hunger organization is once again up and 

functioning. The Assumption Rise Against Hunger event is scheduled for Tuesday, 

December 28. Chris Krebs reports that Rise Against Hunger has donors that will match 

dollar for dollar what we collect. Chris projects that we will be doubling the amount of 

food we will pack this year with the same amount of local donations and utilizing the 

same workforce. 

d. Andy N –  

i. Troop 27 BSA - Back in June had a great summer trip to Lake Erie area.   Then coming 

next month with K of C will start construction of Mt. Healthy Haunted Hall on Sept. 11, 

then first night of operation will be October 1st. 



4 
 

ii. K of C - New Grand Knight (President) Ron Roetting started on July 1st.  Then August 

25th will be Corn Roast prospect night starting at 7:30 pm at K of C hall.  Then Knights 

are also selling football tickets $20 for the last 10 football games of the NFL season.  

iii. Ushers - Nothing really new to report, will have Ushers annual meeting in Sept. or 

October. 

e. Bobby D.  –  

i. Young Adults Group: no update.  

ii. Evangelization Team: no update.  

iii. Santa Breakfast: no update.  

iv. Others: There are no updates on Chili Fest, Kroger rewards, or the 5200 club. 

f. Lisa D. –  

i. Liturgical Ministries: Communicated with Barb Hessler.  The 9:00 mass will lose their 

servers on the schedule after 9/1, as the Fredette family is moving out of the parish area.  

Their boys were the only servers on the list for that mass. Other than that no new news. 

1. During the meeting, Father said he will announce a request for servers. He said 

that we can now invite children to be trained. 

ii. Worship Committee: Communicated with Bob Lachman.  Their next meeting is August 

23rd.  We will have updates for the September meeting. 

g. Maryann W.  

i. Bereavement: Anne stated that Chris has not been able to help but Sr Cheryl is trained 

and ready to assist. She always could use more volunteers. 

ii. Respect Life:  Held meeting a month early to discuss our bottle campaign and Elizabeth 

New Life Center project as part of the Archdiocese service day. We will be handing out 

bottles the weekends of Aug 28,29 and Sept 4,5.  Return of bottles will be on Right to 

Life weekend Oct 2/3.  Service project will be on Saturday Oct 9th.  Cincinnati Right to 

Life also having their Evening for Life with a dinner and speaker on Oct 21st if anyone is 

interested. 

h. Paul S. - Finance Committee 

i. August 9, 2021 meeting  

ii. Financials  

1. June & July reviewed – OK to close EOY  

2. Budget to be presented to Parish Council on 8/16  

3. PPP Loan forgiveness obtained  

iii. Fund Raising  

1. Discussed Summer Mega split the pot  

2. Winner was drawn on 7/11 final split was $12,890.  

iv. New Discussion  

1. Parish Fund Raiser  

a. Amanda to handle Santa Breakfast  

b. Father to contact committee leaders to see interest for Chili Fest & 

Festival  

v. Beacon of Light  

1. Archdiocese to announce the Parish families on 10/1  

2. Bill R., Tom E., Jenni & Julie S to meet to discuss a post card mailing  

vi. Cyber Security  

1. Archdiocese notified parishes that the insurance carrier will no longer provide 

blanket insurance for all parishes in regards to Internet security  

2. Father & Jenni reviewing options  

vii. Next Meeting: September 13, 2021 6PM 

7. Christmas 50/50 
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a. Needs to get started very soon. Andy N stepped forward to lead the effort. Father to determine if 

last year’s sponsor will cover this year as well. If sponsor remains the same, can use remaining 

tickets. May need additional tickets printed. Tickets read “first Sunday of December”. Need to 

have in the mail by end of September for 2 full months of sales.  

8. Bicentennial Day of Service – Sister Cheryl Erb 

a. Tom E. to work on the promotion flyer with Sister Cheryl.  

b. Sister stated that the “layette” pieces will be provided. Parishioners will assemble. Children who 

participate will be encouraged to create cards for the newborns.  

9. Our Lady of Grace School 

a. See the update in Father Jerry’s pastor’s report.  

10. Beacons of Light: a multiyear process of pastoral planning for the Archdiocese of Cincinnati 

a. See the update in the pastor’s report section 

11. Possible future agenda items 

a. Discernment Process 

b. Future fundraisers…Chili Fest etc. 

c. Reserve Parish Picnic site for 2022. 

12. Other business 

13. Action Items 

a. All to keep an eye on the website for accuracy. 

b. Father to talk to Neidhard about sponsorship of Christmas 50/50.  

c. Andy N to plan Christmas 50/50 activities 

d. Tom E write bulletin article for the anniversary service project. 

14. Next meeting – September 20 

15. Closing Prayer 

 


